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Memorials to Reagan set
5 days of services planned;
Bush designates Friday as
national day of mourning

‘He embodied the American spirit’

Divided Cabinet votes
to evacuate settlements

After Washington funeral,
burial will be at sunset on
grounds of Calif. library

By Peter Hermann
SUN FOREIGN STAFF

JERUSALEM — A divided Israeli Cabinet approved in principle yesterday a revised plan to
evacuate all Jewish settlements
in the Gaza Strip and some in
the West Bank, but appeased
opponents by agreeing to leave
final decisions on the phased
withdrawal to future votes.
The Cabinet vote marks a
turning point, in that an Israeli
government body has decided
officially to give up settlements
and cede land to the Palestinians. But the plan’s wording
leaves room for opponents to
maneuver to upend it, saying
that “circumstances at the time”
will dictate “whether to evacuate settlements, and if so, which
ones and at what pace.”
The compromise came after
weeks of negotiations in which
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon worked to preserve his
commitment to President Bush
to carry out a withdrawal while
finding a way to appease rebellious ministers.
Sharon hailed the 14-7 vote as
a historic victory for the nation
and for ending the deadly conflict with the Palestinians. The
vote came nearly 37 years to the
day after Israel’s army captured
the West Bank and Gaza in the
1967 Middle East war.
“We sent a clear message to
the people of Israel, our Palestinian neighbors and the entire
world,” Sharon told an American Jewish youth group after
the vote. “Israel is taking its future into its own hands. The disengagement process has begun.”
After a nine-hour debate that
lasted into the night, Cabinet
ministers approved a phased
withdrawal from all 21 Jewish
settlements in Gaza — where
about 7,500 Israelis live amid 1.3
million Palestinians — and
from four of the 120 settlements
in the West Bank by the end of
next year. Each of the four
phases re[See Mideast, 14A]
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Youngsters pay their respects outside the entrance to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, Calif.

Children’s deaths
blamed on hospitals
More than 4,000 children died
in 2000 because of safety lapses
in hospitals, which cost more
than $1 billion in extra hospital
charges from longer stays and
follow-up care, according to a
new study.[Page 3a]

Reagan ceremonies
Loss: As her husband’s health
deteriorated, Nancy Reagan
came to be seen as a devoted
caregiver.
By Ellen Gamerman
SUN STAFF

with Alzheimer’s disease that led to his
death over the weekend. Since the former first lady left the White House, the
depictions of a woman with an iron will
have given way to something far more
reverent.
The public has witnessed her loss, not
just over the weekend, but over the past
decade as her husband’s disease worsened. And for many, watching her cope
with the pain revealed an emotional and
accessible figure.
“It was a heavy burden to bear,” says
Lewis Gould, a retired University of
Texas professor who has written extensively about first ladies. “But she bore it
with such dignity, courage and fortitude
in public that it made everyone understand she was a human being like the
rest of us instead of a political carica-

ture.”
The former first lady, skewered during
her White House days as aloof and aristocratic, stood in for her husband and
spoke at times movingly of his disease
and their relationship, a famously close
love affair.
She has battled for Alzheimer’s disease funding — even bumping up
against the Bush administration in arguing for stem-cell research — and addressed the ravages of a sickness that
affects 4.5 million Americans. In public
appearances, her voice bore the strain of
her experience with a dying man who
was no longer able to recognize her.
“Ronnie’s long journey has finally
taken him to a distant place where I can
no longer reach him,” she said at a fundraiser for juvenile dia- [See Nancy, 5A]

‘They are now our sons also’

World
Insurgents kill at least 21 people, including one U.S. soldier, in
Iraq.[Page 8a]

Today
“Avenue Q,” a musical with puppets, springs a surprise on the
Tony Awards.[Page 1c]

Sports
Orioles get strong pitching and
defeat Devil Rays, 5-4.[Page 1d ]

Weather
Partly cloudy: High, 81; low, 64.
Yesterday’s city high, 70; low, 57.
[Page 10b]
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SANTA MONICA, Calif. —
Fo r m e r P r e s i d e n t R o n a l d
Reagan will be honored with five
days of memorial services, culminating Friday with a funeral
at the Washington National Cathedral and a sunset burial at
his presidential library in California, Reagan’s family announced yesterday.
President Bush will speak at
the state funeral, the first for a
former president in Washington
since Lyndon B. Johnson’s in
1973, said Reagan family spokeswoman Joanne Drake. Friday
will be designated a national
day of mourning.
Yesterday, the tidy lawn of the
mortuary where Reagan’s body
was being prepared was covered
with an array of small tributes
to the nation’s 40th president,
who died Saturday of pneumonia at age 93. In addition to the
f lowers and f lags, there were
stuffed animals, balloons and
handwritten signs.
“God bless you Ron and God
Bless America,” read one.
“Mr. President we thank you
and we love you,” read another.
To m M i ch el b ro u g h t h i s
3-year-old son, T.J., with him to
place an American flag on the
front lawn of the Kingsly &
Gates Moeller Murphy funeral
home.
[See Reagan, 5A]

Ex-first lady’s image evolved

WA S H I NG T O N — Wh e n Na n c y
Reagan emerges as a widow in mourning
this week, she will do so with the nation’s empathy — the kind of public embrace that at times eluded her during
her years in the White House.
She has become known to the country
as a caregiver of the first order, devoted
to Ronald Reagan during the long siege
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Bush, Chirac lead D-Day
ceremony; German leader
is invited for the first time

Wednesday: A formal funeral
procession to the U.S. Capitol
starts at 6 p.m. The state
funeral will begin at
7 p.m. in the Capitol Rotunda.
Thursday: The body will lie in
state throughout the day.
Friday: National funeral service
at Washington National
Cathedral begins at 11:30 a.m.
The day has been declared a
federal government holiday.

BSO transition hits
discordant notes
Board: With high-level
resignations, new leadership and an expected $3
million debt, the orchestra’s directors are set to
meet.

By Edwin Chen
LOS ANGELES TIMES

ARROMANCHES, France —
On a hauntingly serene morning
that provided a sharp contrast
to wh a t F re n ch P re s i d e n t
Jacques Chirac called “the dark
night of oblivion” 60 years ago,
world leaders yesterday commemorated the bloody D-Day
invasion that led to victory in
World War II.
Led by Chirac and President
Bush, the cliff-top ceremony was
attended by thousands of American veterans, some of whom
had not returned since they
glimpsed France’s Normandy
coast from a distance in the
half-light of dawn on June 6,
1944.
As the two presidents took
turns extolling the troops who
breached Hitler’s Atlantic Wall,
neat rows of white marble markers — 9,386 of them — stood on
the f ields of the Normandy
American Cemetery, each representing a fallen soldier.
Calling them “the legendary

Today and tomorrow: The expresident’s body will lie at the
Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library in Simi Valley, Calif.

By Tim Smith
and John Woestendiek
SUN STAFF
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French President Jacques Chirac (left) and President Bush greet
veterans at the Normandy American Cemetery after a ceremony
honoring the D-Day invasion 60 years ago.
heroes of Operation Overlord,”
Chirac told their surviving comrades that “our spirit is indeed
uplifted by the absolute ideals of
these youngsters who offered up
their last breath to save the
world.”
Chirac said he spoke for every
French citizen in expressing

France’s “eternal gratitude and
unparalleled debt” to the American soldiers.
“They are now our sons also,”
he said.
The ceremony was followed by
a gathering of leaders from
nearly 20 nations, including German Chancel- [See D-Day, 6A]

When the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s board of directors holds its annual meeting
today, it will be confronting a
prized cultural institution in
transition and, some would argue, turmoil. In the weeks since
a marketing specialist became
the BSO’s president-elect,
sounds of disharmony have
been emanating from Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall.
Seven top administrators and
other staff members have resigned, including the chief financial officer, an executive board
member and a member of the
fund-raising department.
Nine months before the BSO
inaugurates the Music Center at

Strathmore in suburban Washington as its second home, the
orchestra finds itself in increasingly rough financial waters.
By the end of the 2003-2004
season this summer, the BSO’s
accumulated debt is expected to
exceed $3 million, and, according to documents, current projections show that figure growing to $8 million in 2005. The
symphony has an annual operating budget of $25 million and
an endowment of $78 million.
The president-elect, whose
April 9 appointment is scheduled for ratification by the board
today, raised eyebrows in some
quarters because he has no orchestral background. His expertise has been in marketing in the
food and recording industries,
as well as for several dot-com
companies.
James Glicker, 50, has been
commended by the search committee as “an ideal candidate to
lead us into the 21st century,”
and his appointment is seen as
a deliberately radical step to address the orchestra’s financial
outlook and the demographics
of its aging audience.
Glicker said in an interview
last week that
[See BSO, 4A]

