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As the city’s aging infrastructure
continues to crumble, workers
toil around the clock to repair a
water main break that emptied
offices and has traffic snarled

W. Franklin St.

Howard St.

Downtown
in disarray

closures and restrictions

395

Inner
Harbor

Road closed
No parking
Alternate routes

Source: Baltimore City Department of Transportation
BALTIMORE SUN GRAPHIC: CHRISTINE FELLENZ

Traffic officer
Detour routes

BY MATTHEW HAY BROWN,
matthew.brown@baltsun.com
ANNIE LINSKEY
annie.linskey@baltsun.com
AND GUS G. SENTEMENTES
gus.sentementes@baltsun.com

Round-the-clock work to repair a broken
downtown water main was expected to snarl
the morning commute for a second day
Wednesday, the latest in a series of disruptions
caused by the deterioration of the city’s aging
infrastructure.
Lombard and Gay streets, where a rupture
in the 20-inch main early Tuesday flooded
downtown, were to remain closed until the
completion of repairs. Work was delayed
yesterday while crews
pumped out water,
Disruptions
shut down gas lines
force some
and rerouted electricbusinesses
ity.
in area to
“Barring a miracle,
close while
this is going to last at
a few prosleast into [Wednesper. PG 8
day],” said Frank J.
Murphy, the acting
deputy director of operations for the city Transportation Department. Officials were urging commuters to
avoid the area or consider taking mass transit
to work.
The break, which was reported about 6:25
a.m. Tuesday, sent torrents gushing into the
streets north of the Inner Harbor, shutting
down water, electricity, telephone and Internet
service and forcing businesses and government offices to close for the day. A City Council
meeting on legislation to clean up the harbor
was postponed, as was the death penalty hearing of convicted witness killer Patrick Byers Jr.
at U.S. District Court.
“This is an example of what happens when
you have a very aging infrastructure system,”
Mayor Sheila Dixon told reporters. Buildings in
the area bounded by Lloyd Street on the east,
See BREAK, page 8

City workers try to clear debris from a manhole cover as water floods the
streets surrounding a main break at Gay and Lombard streets. Several
blocks of Lombard were closed to traffic. BALTIMORE SUN PHOTO: JED KIRSCHBAUM

Pa.’s Specter
defects from GOP
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Melvin Mora,
fresh off the 15day disabled list,
has three hits
and two RBIs,
but it’s not
enough.
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SUMMARY OF THE NEWS

Surprise move brings Democrats closer
to filibuster-proof majority in Senate

Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen Specter, one of the
few moderate Republicans left in Congress,
announced Tuesday that he was switching
parties, a major gain for Democrats in their
quest for a filibuster-proof majority in the
Senate to propel President Barack Obama’s
Specter
ambitious agenda.
Specter’s decision was also another log
on the bonfire that is eating away at the GOP as a national political
force. He has been one of only a handful of Republicans able to win
elections while rejecting the strict anti-abortion, anti-spending,
pro-gun-rights conservatism that now dominates the party.
Facing a stiff primary challenge from a conservative former
House member, Pat Toomey, Specter on Tuesday said bluntly that
See SPECTER, page 9
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SAFETY FIRST: After high-profile injuries
that led to the deaths of two Triple Crown
horses in the space of three years, the racing
industry is taking steps to prevent similar accidents. SPORTS, PG 1
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Swine flu continues to spread;
Obama asks $1.5 billion to fight it
BY THOMAS H. MAUGH II
Tribune Newspapers

Outbreaks of swine flu continued to be confirmed around the
world Tuesday, with new cases reported in Canada, Israel, France,
New Zealand, Costa Rica and
South Korea, and the White House
asked Congress for an additional
$1.5 billion to fight the outbreak.
President Barack Obama, in a
letter to Congress, asked for the
funds with “maximum flexibility
to allow us to address this emerging situation.”
The letter said the money could
go toward stockpiling anti-viral
medicine, vaccine development, disease monitoring and diagnosis,
and assisting international efforts to limit its spread.
“In our opinion, this is about prudent planning moving forward,” White House press secretary Robert Gibbs told reporters.
Also Tuesday, Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano
said she is forming a swine flu task force to coordinate U.S. efforts,
See FLU, page 12
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“Influenza
moves in
ways we
cannot predict.” Dr.
Keiji Fukuda
of WHO

