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Exelon
in deal
to buy
Pepco

16 years after BGE sought
merger, $6.9 billion union
faces hurdles in D.C., 3 states
By Jamie Smith Hopkins

The Baltimore Sun

Baltimore Gas and Electric Co.’s parent
struck a $6.9 billion deal Wednesday to
acquire Pepco Holdings Inc., 16 years after
BGE walked away from a protracted effort
to buy its southern neighbor.
Chicago-based Exelon Corp.’s purchase
of Pepco Holdings Inc. in Washington
would extend its presence substantially in
both Maryland and
the Mid-Atlantic.
But
analysts
warned that this
Inside
second attempt at
A map shows
combining MaryBGE’s territory
land’s two biggest
and the areas
utilties could be difheld by Pepco.
ficult to consumNEWS PG 9
mate because it requires approval
from regulators in
three states and the District of Columbia.
To make the deal more palatable, Exelon
turned to its playbook for the successful
2012 acquisition of BGE owner Constellation Energy, Baltimore’s last Fortune 500
company. Exelon said it would provide $100
million in credits or other benefits to
customers of Pepco’s three utilities — about
$50 per customer — along with $50 million
in charitable donations spread over a
decade.
Pepco investors liked the news but
Exelon shareholders were skeptical, driving
the company’s share price down more than
3 percent to $35.03 a share. Some consumer
advocates, meanwhile, thought the deal
would benefit investors at customers’ expense.
“The ratepayers are always the sucker,”
said Tyson Slocum, director of the energy
program at Public Citizen and a Pepco
customer. “We are — because in electricity,
we are captive.”
Exelon CEO Christopher M. Crane said
See PEPCO, page 9
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Landslide takes
part of a street

Part of East 26th Street between Charles and St. Paul caved in, taking cars with it, as the retaining wall by the CSX tracks collapsed.

Other problems amid deluge include flooded roads around region
By Scott Dance, Kevin Rector
and Colin Campbell
The Baltimore Sun

A nearly120-year-old retaining wall that
has troubled Charles Village residents for
decades collapsed Wednesday amid a
month’s worth of rain, dumping street
lights, sidewalks and half a dozen cars onto
the CSX rail tracks below.
No injuries were reported. City officials
evacuated 19 adjacent homes along East
26th Street and urged residents to avoid
the area in case of lingering instability.
The landslide halted CSX rail traffic

MARYLAND VOTES
2014 PRIMARY

Brown is accused of
ducking a TV debate

Lieutenant governor says
he’s adhering to deal for
three total, two televised

Televised debates
■ May 7: Democrats debate on
WRC-TV, Channel 4 in Washington.
Also broadcast by MPT.
■ June 2: Democrats debate on
MPT
■ June 6: Republicans debate on
MPT.

By Jeff Barker

The Baltimore Sun

A Valentine’s Day agreement among the
Democrats running for governor to cooperate on setting up debates collapsed
Wednesday as his rivals accused frontrunner Anthony G. Brown of ducking a
third televised encounter.
The lieutenant governor’s campaign
insisted that the current schedule — two
debates on statewide television and one
on a Baltimore radio station — adhered to
the original plan. But in a rare joint
statement, the campaigns of Attorney
General Douglas F. Gansler and Del.
Heather R. Mizeur said Brown had agreed
to more — and that voters deserved more.
For Democrats trying to make a choice
in the June 24 primary, the result is a
limited number of opportunities to see
their party’s candidates sharing a stage.

inside

bridge sports 9
opinion news 16

“These formal and negotiated debates
are the only ones where they’re really
going to be on the stage together and will
interact,” said political scientist Todd
Eberly of St. Mary’s College. He said the
notion of having a debate exclusively on
radio in 2014 “is absolutely and completely
ridiculous. It would be more appropriate
to have the debate on Twitter.”
The campaign to succeed two-term
Democrat Martin O’Malley is already
characterized by a lack of interest, resulting in a vast number of undecided voters,
according to recent polls.
“I think it’s going to be an extraordiSee DEBATES, page 15
●
●

Inside
■ Second rainout in a row leads to
Orioles twinbill SPORTS PG 1
■ Storm system continues its sweep
through the South NEWS PG 6

through what is a main artery to the port of
Baltimore. The track carries cargo containers handled by rail at the state’s Seagirt
Marine Terminal, a substantial economic
engine for the region.
“My eyes were just riveted on the road

SUMMARY
OF THE NEWS
MARYLAND
POLICE CONTRACT: A tentative three-year

agreement between Baltimore and its police
union would cut vacant positions from the
department while raising officer pay, a shift
intended to stop officers from leaving for
better-paying agencies. NEWS PG 2

NATION/WORLD
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT: After a horrifi-

cally botched execution in Oklahoma, a look
at the confusing state of availability of
effective drugs for lethal injection raises the
bigger question: whether a method of
execution exists in the U.S. that is not cruel
and unusual. NEWS PG 7
UKRAINE UNREST: Ukraine’s leader admits that police and security forces can’t quell
the unrest in eastern regions bordering
Russia and in some cases are cooperating
with pro-Russian gunmen who have seized
buildings and hostages. NEWS PG 8

TODAY’S WEATHER
STORMS POSSIBLE

75 49
HIGH

LOW

Partly sunny on Friday SPORTS PG 10

and the railing just falling away,” said
Charles Village resident Dana Moore, who
was driving north on Charles Street as the
embankment collapsed. “It was there, and
then it wasn’t.”
The rain meanwhile flooded streams,
closed roads and prompted rescues across
the region.
Signs of trouble appeared on 26th Street
early Wednesday afternoon as the rain fell.
Jeff Larry said he was picking up his
daughter from school around 2:30 p.m.
when he noticed that the street looked
more unsettled than usual. When he got
See RAIN, page 12

Baltimore County
educator honored
as the nation’s
top teacher
By Erica L. Green

The Baltimore Sun

Awake in the middle of the night, Sean
McComb couldn’t wait to write one of the
most important thank-you notes of his
career: “Today is a really cool day,” it began.
“It’s cool because you all became the
National Students of the Year!”
The letter was written
to McComb’s students at
Patapsco High School &
Center for the Arts in
Baltimore County, where
for seven years the English teacher has guided
students through a program that has given them
the push they need to
Sean McComb
become college- and career-ready.
For this accomplishment and for what
officials call his admirable ability to build
powerful relationships with young people,
McComb will be presented to the world
today by President Barack Obama as the top
educator in the United States.
See TEACHER, page 15
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Krieger Eye Institute at Northwest Hospital
and Quarry Lake ... They’re worth seeing.
To learn more, see page 3 of Health and Style section

