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Wilber’s Big Story

Charlotte’sWeb
fun activities

Title Sponsor:Win a Class Cake Party from Publix Supermarkets!
Enter for a Chance to win -

Grand Prize: Party for teacher’s class including cake from Publix for up to 40 students.
To Enter visit orlandosentinel.com/oboc

When the crowds saw the word ‘humble’ written in a spider’s web over
Wilbur’s pen it was big news. Mr. Zuckerman’s famous pig was the talk of the
fair. The judges presented the pig with a medal that was tied around his neck.
A photographer took his picture and the entire family became the day’s top
news story.

What about you? Do you know what it takes to write a newspaper story? What
if you’d been there that day, could you have told the important facts in an article
for all to read? Journalists use the “5 Ws” to craft pieces that are on topic,
interesting and relevant to their readers. Here’s how:

Re-read the chapters entitled “The Egg Sac” and “The Hour of Triumph.” Then,
search for the 5 Ws to help you better understand what happened:

• Who was the story about?
• What happened?
• When did the event occur?
• Where did it happen?
• Why did the action take place?

Next, write a newspaper article as if you were a reporter who was at the fair that
day reporting on the events that occurred. Describe the events and remember to
include the 5Ws.

Now lets take it a step further. Grab a copy of the Orlando Sentinel or go to
OrlandoSentinel.com and find a news story that interests you.

• Find all the 5Ws and underline them with a red pen.
• Next, look for quotes, or things that people said, and underline these

in blue. Quotes not only support the facts of a story, they also make it
more interesting.

• Notice the supporting elements of the piece: the headline, the photo, the
graphics. Mark these with a purple pen. Why are these important to the
story? How do they help you to understand what the story is about?

• Finally, look for ways in which the writer used descriptions to make the
story come alive or add more detail; underline these with a green pen.

After writing your story and reading a story in the newspaper think about the
purpose of newspapers. Do you think it’s hard to be objective when you
report the news? Why or why not? How do you think the Internet impacts the
way we gather news? How do you think people will get their news 50 years
from now?

This activity meets Sunshine State Standard(s): LAFS.3.RL.1.1, LAFS.3.RL.37,
LAFS.3.RI.1.1, LAFS.3.W.1.2 and LAFS.3.W.2.5.


