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House OKs stimulus bill

how the maryland
delegation voted
Voting yes
● C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Democrat
●
John P. Sarbanes, Democrat
●
Donna Edwards, Democrat
●
Steny H. Hoyer, Democrat
●
Elijah Cummings, Democrat
●
Chris Van Hollen, Democrat
Voting no
●
Frank Kratovil, Democrat
●
Roscoe Bartlett, Republican

Party-line vote gives Obama first major victory on his agenda
Tribune Washington Bureau

BY JANET HOOK
WASHINGTON

In the first major test of President Barack Obama’s
ability to push his ambitious agenda through Congress, the House approved yesterday the largest attempt since World War II to use the federal budget to
redirect the course of the nation’s economy.
Obama had worked hard for bipartisan support
for the $819 billion stimulus package, beginning to
negotiate possible compromises with Republicans
even before entering the White House. But the measure passed the House on a strict party-line vote, 244
to 188.
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Not a single Republican supported the bill, and
only 11 out of 255 Democrats opposed it, including
freshman Rep. Frank M. Kratovil Jr. of Maryland’s
mostly Eastern Shore 1st District.
The real test, however, is whether the bill helps to
halt what has threatened to become an economic
death spiral. The answer to that question will come
not in Washington but in cities, neighborhoods and
rural areas across the country as the bill’s impact becomes clear among workers, employers, and state
and local governments.
Despite the partisan outcome, the president

praised the House action and urged quick action in
the Senate, saying, “What we can’t do is drag our feet
or allow the same partisan differences to get in our
way. We must move swiftly and boldly to put Americans back to work, and that is exactly what this plan
begins to do.”
With Obama and Democratic leaders intent on enacting the measure by mid-February, the Senate is expected to vote next week on its version of the bill —
broadly similar to the House bill but more expensive.
Democratic leaders have pledged to have a final bill
See STIMULUS, page 13

what’s next
The Senate takes up a different version of the
economic stimulus package, with a vote
expected next week. The competing plans will
be reconciled in a conference committee,
where more changes could be made.
Lawmakers hope to adopt a final version by
the middle of next month.

plowing ahead

Push for
Gaza peace
U.S. special envoy George J. Mitchell (center) speaks
with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. Mitchell
promised yesterday a vigorous push for peace, saying
Gaza militants must end weapons smuggling and the
blockaded borders must be opened if a cease-fire is to
take hold. PG 10

MARYLAND
BEL AIR BYPASS UPGRADES: State highway officials are planning to install rumble strips, reflective
markers and new pavement markings to separate the
northbound and southbound lanes of the Bel Air Bypass, a stretch of U.S. 1 where a mother and her 8year-old son were killed in a head-on crash last year.
PG 2

NATION
OBAMA MEETS JOINT CHIEFS: President Barack
Obama meets with military leaders at the Pentagon
to discuss Afghanistan. PG 10

YOU & YOUR WEEKEND
EXHIBIT: Laure Drogoul, Baltimore-based interdisciplinary artist and self-proclaimed “crackpot,” opens a
sprawling, multimedia show at the Maryland Institute College of Art. PG 1

SPORTS
TERPS TURMOIL: Two University of Maryland regents say that they want an end to fighting between
men’s basketball coach Gary Williams and athletic department officials over two former recruits. PG 1

Ronald Richardson shovels the ice off the sidewalk for Tiffany’s Mart convenience store at
Monroe and Fayette streets in West Baltimore. Richardson, who says he lost one leg to an
infection after stepping on a nail years ago, also helps other residents with clearing snow in
the neighborhood. BALTIMORE SUN PHOTO: KARL MERTON FERRON

Nonprofit would mean
key changes at Senator

BY TIMOTHY B. WHEELER
tim.wheeler@baltsun.com

Another tip to help you
navigate the difficult
financial times:

TIP How to hang on to
17 health insurance
after layoffs. BUSINESS, PG 8
baltimoresun.com/livingforless

TODAY’S WEATHER
CHILLY AND CLEAR

36 22
HIGH

Tomorrow:
chance of
flurries
PG 2

LOW
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Maryland watermen reported catching more
blue crabs last year than in 2007, despite new
rules to protect the iconic Chesapeake Bay species, according to the state Department of Natural
Resources.
State officials say they believe the figures were
inflated by watermen angry about the catch restrictions.
Still, scientists say reports of an increased harvest raise questions about the effectiveness of
Maryland’s rules. And the situation is awkward
politically, since Virginia joined Maryland in
pledging to restrict the catch — and that state is
reporting success.
The reported increase in Maryland is “troubling,” in the view of one crab scientist.
“They were attempting to reduce harvest,” said
Eric Johnson, a fisheries ecologist at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center in Edgewater. “[Even] if the harvest comes in the same as last
year, they certainly were not effective.”
While acknowledging the higher reports from
watermen, Maryland officials have declined to
provide any figures, saying state biologists are still
reviewing the data. Eric Schwaab, Maryland’s deputy natural resources secretary, said other indicators being examined by state biologists suggest
that Maryland came close to the two states’ joint
goal of reducing the catch of female crabs by a
third.
See CRABS, page 6

BY MEREDITH COHN AND SAM SESSA
meredith.cohn@baltsun.com and sam.sessa@baltsun.com

Days after the city offered to save the Senator
Theatre by turning it into a nonprofit business,
owner Tom Kiefaber said he is working with the
mayor’s office to finalize the deal “as soon as possible.”
But gaining nonprofit status would likely mean
big changes at the historic theater. As a nonprofit, it
would not just show movies; it would need to provide educational and cultural programming as
well. The new status would also mean a new role
for Kiefaber, who would give up day-to-day control
of the movie house, which has been run by his family for decades.
“I’m encouraged that the city is responding positively to help the Senator Theatre,” he wrote in an
e-mail yesterday. “The plan makes a great deal of
sense for all concerned.”
The city’s plan, detailed in a letter by Deputy
Mayor Andrew Frank, would give $320,000 in the
form of a no-interest loan, provided Kiefaber turns
the theater into a nonprofit corporation — something Kiefaber has talked about for years and began
exploring in earnest last year.
Fran Holden, executive director of the League of
Historic American Theatres, a membership group
based in Baltimore, said the key to success will be
See SENATOR, page 6

Nonprofit status is becoming a more common path for historic businesses, like the
Senator, to compete in a tough economy.
The theater has struggled financially for
years. BALTIMORE SUN PHOTO: ALGERINA PERNA
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For a video of Ronald Richardson at
work, go to baltimoresun.com/video

Questions arise over
reports of increased
blue crab harvest in ’08

Plan to save historic site would make it more than movie house
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