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This crash occuffed on Friday, June 9th,2017 , at approximately 1:13pm, on CR
809,{ Qrlorthlake Blvd), at its intersection with Ballenisles Drive/Steeplechase
Drive, Palm Beach Gardens, Palm Beach County, Florida. This was a crash
involving two motor vehicles. There were three people involved. Two people were
transported to St Mary's Medical Center, for injuries sustained in the crash, one of
whom later died on June 22nd,2017 .
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WEATHER
The weather recorded at the Palm Beach International Airport by the National
Weather Service on June gth,2017, at 12:53pm was as follows:

Temperature: 87 F
Humidity:57o/o
Barometric Pressure: 29 .9 4 in.
Wind Speed and Direction: 5.8mph West.
Sky Cover: Scattered Clouds.
Moisture: Dew point 70 F
Sunrise: 6:26am
Sunset:8:13pm

The weather conditions were similar at the crash site upon arrival, and did not
contribute to this crash

ROADWAY
In the area of the collision, CR 809,4. (Northlake Blvd), is an east/west, six lane
divided roadway, with bicycle lanes, a raised median, and left turn storage lanes
for each direction, at this intersection. There are no visible obstructions. There are
three eastbound lanes, and three westbound lanes. A painted white line divides the
lanes. There is a painted solid white line (fog line) along the outside road edge, and
a painted solid yellow line along the road edge at the median.
The roadway in the area of the collision is constructed of asphalt material, and is
straight and level except for the built-in crowning for normal water run-off.
Ballenisles Drive is a north/south roadway that intersects CR 809A from the north.
Steeplechase Drive is a north/south roadway that intersects CR 809,{ from the
south.

LIGHTING
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This crash occurred during daylight hours, and lighting was not a contributing factor
in this crash.

TRAFFIC CONTROL
The traffic signai was monitored at the scene and appeared to be functioning
properly.

This intersection is controlled by regulatory traffic control devices (traffic signals)
that were suspended above the roadway. The traffic controls for the intersection
were adequate and did not contribute to the causation of this crash.

For each direction of traffic approaching the intersection of CR809A (It{orthlake
Blvd), at Ballenisles Drive/Steeplechase Drive, there is a solid white line (stop bar)
present to indicate where vehicular traffic was to stop for the traffic signals.
The traffic controls related to this crash show solid green for east and westbound
traffrc, with protected green affows for the left turn lanes.
The traffic controls show solid green for north and southbound traffic with
unprotected green light for left turn lanes.
There are standard unobstructed speed limit signs. The posted speed limit for CR
809,4' (Northlake Blvd) is 50 MPH for westbound traffic, and 55 MPH for
eastbound traffic. The eastbound speed limit drops to 50 MPH just east of this
intersection.

A Traffic signal plan, timing sheets and maintenance log for the intersection of
Northlake Blvd and Steeplechase Drive/Ballenisles Drive was obtained from the
Paim Beach County Traffic Division and is included in this report.

VEHICLES
Vehicle

#l (V-1)
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Vehicle #1 (V-1)
Year: 2010
Make: Toyota
Model: Sequoia
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Color: Black
Style: SUV
Tag: Florida M940AC
VIN: 5TDYY5G 1 5,4.5022999
Registrant #1: Venus Ebony Starr Williams
6231PGA Blvd, Ste #104,
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418-4033
DL# W452865807170, SEX: F, DOB: 06117180

Seatbelt: Lap belt / Shoulder Harness, Front Seatbelt Pretensioners
Airbags: Front, Rear and Third Row Head Airbags
Dual Front Side -Mounted Airbags
Brakes: Front and Rear Ventilated Disc Brakes - Serviceable
Tires: Toyo FVT Open Country 275155 R20 1175
A11 four tires had 35psi in serviceable condition
Physical examination of

V-l

revealed moderate damage with no airbag

deployment. The drivers' seatbelt of V-1 appeared normal.

Occupant V- 1 : Driver (D- i )
W -452-865 -80-7 1 7-0, Florida.
Venus Ebony Starr Williams
6231PGA Blvd, Ste #104, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418

TYPE LIC: CLASS

E,

OPERATOR DOB:

0611711980

HT: 600, RACE: B SEX

F

CURRENT LICENSE ISSUED: 0711712012 EXPIRES: 0611712020.
STATUS AT TIME OF CRASH: VALID
Injuries: None
Vehicle #2 (V-2)
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Figure

2: Y-2 Exemplar -

Google

Vehicle #2 (V-2)

Year: 2016
Make: Hyundai
Model: Accent
Color: Black
Style: 4 door
Tag: Florida 409MEW
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VIN : KMHCT5 AEOGU2

3 67

69

Registrant #1: Linda Barson
t2s9s 85TH Rd N
West Palm Beach, FL 33412-3206
DL#1- 8625520497220, SEX: F, DOB: 06122149

Registrant#Z: Jerome Larry Barson
r2s9s S5TH Rd N
West Palm Beach
DL#2- 8625 43239 1360, SEX: M, DOB :

041

| 6139

Seatbelt: Lap belt / Shoulder Harness, Front Seatbelt Pretensioners

Airbags: Front

and Rear Head Airbags
Dual Front Side -Mounted Airbags

Brakes:

Front Ventilated Disc / Rear Drum Brakes

Tires:

Optimo H724 Pl75170 P.I4
FR 32psi, FL 32psi, RR 32psi, RL 33psi
All four tires in serviceable condition

-

Serviceable

VEHICLES
Physical examination of V-2 revealed heavy front-end damage with combination
airbag deployment. The seatbelts of Y-2 revealed that the drivers' seatbelt
pretensioner deployed, with the seatbelt in open position. The passenger seatbelt
pretensioner deployed, with the seatbelt in the retracted position.

Occupant V-2: Driver (D-2)
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B -625 -520 -49 -7

22-0, Florida.

Linda Barson
12595 85TH RD N,
West Palm Beach,
FL 33412

TYPE LIC: CLASS E OPERATOR, DOB: 0612211949 }lT:504, W/F
STATUS AT TIME OF CRASH: VALID
Injuries: Appeared to be, but not confirmed.
Occupant V-2: Passenger (P-1)

B-62s-432-39-136-0
Jerome Larcy Barson
t2s9s 85 Rd N.
West Palm Beach, FL 33412

TYPE LIC: CLASS E OPERATOR, DOB: 0411611939 HT: 510, 'W44.
Injuries: See Medical Examiner report.

INVESTIGATTON
On Friday, June 9th,2017, I was on duty as a Traffic Investigator, and was
dispatched to a motor vehicle crash with injuries on Northlake Blvd at Ballenisles
Drive/Steeplechase Drive at approximately 1:14pm. My body worn camera was

activated upon my arrival at 1:20pm. Officer Tim Connors, ID# 201, was already
on scene.

I observed a black Hyundai Accent with heavy front-end damage, and airbags
deployed, partially on the grass on the east shoulder of Ballenisles Drive. Fire
rescue was attending to the front seat passenger.
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I made contact with the witness, Michelle De Maria, who told me that V-1 was
coming out of Steeplechase and the light changed red for V-1 and green for
westbound traffic on Northlake Blvd. The witness advised she was traveling west
on Northlake Blvd, in the center lane, and that Y-2had a green light.

I made contact with the driver of V-l who told me

she was coming out

of

Steeplechase and "stopped in the middle of the intersection because cars were

turning left (exiting Ballenisles), as nobody expects you to come across". The
driver of V-1 advised she "always has to stop because cars are always turning left
and I'm going straight". The driver of V-l advised she got caught in the middle of
the intersection and never saw the other car coming.

V-2 sustained heavy front-end damage with combination airbag deployment. There
was also left rear damage due to Y-2 rotating clockwise post impact and striking
the right rear of V-1.

V-i

sustained moderate damage to the right front and rear.

While Fire Rescue was assisting the passenger of V-2 (P-1), he was conscious and
talking with rescue personnel but was confused. The occupants of V-2 were
transported to St Mary's Medical center for treatment.

INVESTIGATION

I went to St Mary's Medical center where I met with the driver (D-2) and
passenger (P-1) of Y-2. P-1 was complaining of back pain and was being evaluated
by a trauma nurse.
The driver of Y-2 stated she was traveling west on Northlake Blvd in the right lane
approaching the intersection with Ballenisles Drive, and was slowing for a red light

when the light changed to green. The driver of Y-2 advised she proceeded through
the intersection when V-1 cut across in front of V-2 and she was unable to avoid
crashing into V-1.
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On Monday, June l2th,2\l7, I was informed that P-1's medical condition was

criticai. I made a phone call to St Mary's Medical center to confirm P-1's
condition, and was informed by atrauma nurse that P-1 was stable. This
information appears to have been incorrect.
On Wednesday, June 14th, 2017,I went to St Mary's Medical center and made
contact with ICU nurse, Antonio Sanchez-Perez, who told me that P-1's medical

condition was extremely grave and critical, and that he was unlikely to recover
from his injuries.

I returned to the scene of the crash with Crash Investigator Folmar,ID#202.The
scene was marked and photographed from ground level and aerial.
The vehicles were examined, and photographed from ground level and aerial at

Kauffs Towing secure yard in West Palm Beach.

TNVESTIGATION
Video surveillance was obtained from the Steeplechase guard gate, the video
depicts V-1 traveling north on Steeplechase Drive stopping behind a white vehicle.

Both vehicles appeared to have stopped for a red traffic light at the exit onto
Northlake Blvd. The video depicts traffic traveling on Northlake BIvd coming to a
stop for what appears to be a red traffic light. The white vehicie makes a left turn

to westbound Northlake Blvd. V-1 travels north across the eastbound lanes of

Northlake Blvd and stops within the intersection for an unknown dark colored
vehicle turning left in front of V-1, exiting from southbound Ballenisles Drive to
go east on Northlake Blvd. V-1 then proceeds north across the westbound lanes

of

Northlake Bivd. V-2 is traveling west on Northlake Blvd in the outside right lane.
The front of Y-2 collides with the right front of V-1.
11
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CRASH ANALYSIS
Impact occurred in the intersection of westbound Northlake Blvd/Ballenisles

Drive, in the right lane, 45ft west of the westbound stop bar. Post impact V-2
veered to the right, striking the entrance median curb 41ft from impact and came to

final rest 87ft from the curb strike in the right entrance lane to Ballenisles facing
east and partially on the grass. Impact for V-1 was 102ft from the Steeplechase
exit stop bar. Post impact V-1 veered to the left and came to final rest 80ft from
impact in the right exit lane on Ballenisles Drive, facing north.
The point of impact was determined by a gauge mark in the roadway.

Using Time/Distance, it was determined that V-2 was traveling at approximately

4245 mph at impact.
Velocity

:

Distance/Time

Distance measured

7l I

1.04

:

68.26

:

7Lft., Time # 1

:

1

.04s Time #2 : l.I4

I 1.466* : 46.5mph

7l I 1.1.4: 62.28 I 1.466*: 42.4mph

* 1.466: constant to convert FT/S to MPH (velocity to speed)
The distance was measured using a tape measure from a fixed point (lamp post) to

point of impact. The time was calculated from the surveillance video using a stop
watch.
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CRASH ANALYSIS
Consent was obtained to retrieve information from the Electronic Data Recorder

(EDR) of V-1 andY-2.
On Wednesday, July 5th, 2017, V-1 and V-2 were examined and photographed at

Kauffs Towing secure yard in West Palm Beach.
The electronic data recorder (EDR) of V-2 was downloaded by Investigator Troy
Snelgrove, Palm Beach County Sheriff s office.

Investigator Snelgrove made two attempts to communicate with the EDR module
of V- 1 , but was unsuccessful downloading the EDR from V- 1 . The EDR
confirmed driver and passenger seatbelt use and pretensioner deployment.
The EDR shows the speed

ofY-2

On Thursday July 6th,2Ol7

,I

at impactwith V-1 to be 40mph (59kph).

met with John Sawyer, Ballenisles security director.

Two dark colored vehicles were identified from the license plate reader (LPR)
camera at the south gate of Ballenisles, exiting the Ballenisles south gate onto
Northlake Blvd at or near the time of the crash, a2009 Mercedes C- Class and a
2008 Nissan Altima 2dr.
On Wednesday July 7th20l7,Imetwith Detective Chris Farron, Palm Beach
County Sheriffs' Office for assistance with the surveillance video evidence and
forensic examination of said video.
Based on analysis of the video evidence obtained, it is highly likely that the

unknown dark colored vehicle traveling south through the intersection at the time
of the crash is a 2008 Nissan Altima 2dr.It is highly likely that the 2009 Mercedes
C- Class was not in the intersection at the time of the crash.

INTERVIEWS
L4
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On Friday July 7th, 2017 , the registered owner of the 2008 Nissan Altima 2dr, FL
tag# ASQE69,Latren Elizabeth Dowd-Shedlock, was interviewed on camera and

confirmed that she is the owner of the vehicle captured on the license plate reader

(LPR) camera exiting the Ballenisles south gate on June 6th' 2017, at l:72pm and
was driving the vehicle atthattime.
On Friday July 14th,2017, the registered owner of the 2014 Dodge Caravan,FLtag#

Y43NWI, Charo Harster, was interviewed on camera and confirmed that she is the
owner of the vehicle captured on the license plate reader (LPR) camera exiting the
Ballenisles south gate on June 6th, 2017, at l:l3pm. It appears this vehicle is not a
direct factor in the crash.
On Friday July 14th ,2017 , contact was made by phone with the registered owner of
the 2009 Mercedes C-Class, FL tag# J060DS captured on the license plate reader

(LPR) camera exiting the Ballenisles south gate on June 6th, 201,7, at 1:13pm. It is

highly likely that the 2009 Mercedes C- Class was not in the intersection at the time
of the crash. It appears this vehicle is not a direct factor in the crash.
On Thursday November 9th,2Ol7,the driver of V-1 was interviewed at the law

offices of F. Malcolm Cunningham, Jr., Esquire, West Palm Beach, Florida, and
confirmed her original account of events leading to the crash with no new

information obtained.
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FINDING AND CONCLUSIONS
Based on the evidence obtained in the investigation, it appears that the 2014 Dodge

Caravan,FL tag# Y43NWI, and the 2009 Mercedes C-Class, FL tag# J060DS, are
not direct factors in the crash.

of
of events resultinginY-2

The unknown dark colored vehicle exiting Ballenisles Drive turning left in front

V-1, to go eastbound Northlake Blvd, started a sequence
crashing into V-1. It is highly likely that the unknown dark colored vehicle seen on
surveillance video, traveling south through the intersection at the time of the crash
is a 2008 Nissan Altima 2dr. The surveillance video evidence is inconclusive beyond
a reasonable doubt.

V-1 entered the intersection on a circular green light, and attempted to travel north
through the intersection to Ballenisles Drive when an unknown dark colored
vehicle traveling south through the intersection made a left turn in front of V-1,
violating V-1's right of way. V-1 stopped to avoid a collision with this unknown
vehicle. V-

1

then proceeded north through the intersection.

V-2 was traveling west on Northlake Blvd, in the outside lane, approaching the
steady red iight. The light then cycled to green, at which time V-2 continued
westbound and entered the intersection. V-2's front collided with

V-l's right front.

Investigation has revealed that V-1 did not violate the right of way of V-2,

as

indicated in the initial crash report dated June 9, 2017, and is supported by
surveillance video from the Steeplechase Development captured on June 9th, 2017,

which was provided to this investigator on Wednesday, June 14th, 2017.
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FII\DING AND CONCLUSIONS
The following Florida State Statutes are relevant to this crash:

316.122 Vehicle turning left. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn to the left
within an intersection or into an alley, private road, or driveway shall yield the
right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction, or vehicles
lawfully passing on the left of the turning vehicle, which is within the intersection
or so close thereto as to constitute an immediatehazard. A violation of this section
is a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation as provided in
chapter 318.

316.1945 Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in specified places.

(1)

Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance
with law or the directions of a police officer or official traffic control device, no
person shall:
(u) Stop, stand, or park a vehicle:
1. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a
street.

2.
3.

On a sidewalk.
Within an intersection.

316.075 Traffic control signal devices.

(1)

Except for automatic warning signal lights installed or to be installed at
railroad crossings, whenever traffic, including municipal traffic, is controlled by
traffic control signals exhibiting different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows,
successively one at a time or in combination, only the colors green, red, and yellow
shall be used, except for special pedestrian signals carrying a word legend, and the
lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as follows:
(u) Green indication.
1. Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may proceed cautiously straight
through or turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either such turn.

But vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the rightof-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an
adjacent crosswalk at the time such signal is exhibited.

FINDING AND CONCLUSIONS
3 16.

185

Special hazards.-The fact that the speed of a vehicle is lower than the

prescribed limits shall not relieve the driver from the duty to decrease speed when
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approaching and crossing an intersection, when approaching and going around a
curve, when approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding

roadway, or when special hazards exist or may exist with respect to pedestrians or
other traffic or by reason of weather or other roadway conditions, and speed shall
be decreased as may be necessary to avoid colliding with any person, vehicle, or

other conveyance on or entering the street in compliance with legal requirements

A violation of this section is a
noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation as provided in
and the duty of all persons to use due care.

chapter 318.
Per FSS 316.122, the unknown vehicle violated the right of way of V-1.

In accordance with FSS 316.075(1)(aX1), V-1 entered the intersection.
In accordance with FSS 316.1945(lXuX3), V-1 attempted to clear the intersection.
In accordance with FSS 316.075(1)(aX1), V-2 entered the intersection.
In accordance with FSS 3 16.1 85 a vehicle must use due care when entering an
intersection to avoid colliding with any person, vehicle, or other conveyance.
Based upon this investigation and relevant Florida State Statutes, no charges

will

be filed in this case.

Officer D. Dowling

Sergeant J.R. Evans
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