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The 1961-62 North Harford High boys basketball team was honored recently to celebrate the 50th anniversary of their Maryland state championship. Front row, from left, Bob
Bonhage, Nick Whiteford; back row, from left, Greg Beattie, Bob Garbacik (coach), Mac Lloyd, Dave Sanborn, Dave DeRan and Cliff Hopkins. Kirk Nevin and John Blaney were
unable to attend.

North Harford’s
hardwood kings
BY DEWEY FOX
dfox@theaegis.com

If you’re lucky enough to put your hands on a
copy of the 50-year-old tome known as the 1961-62
North Harford High School Yearbook, open it up to
the athletics section and thumb along until you come
to the basketball team’s page.
There, between individual shots of the six most
prominent players, is a drawing of a figure that looks
to be a cross between Jughead Jones and Donald
Duck, around which is written: “Let them call us
DUCK FARMERS.”
It seems a strangely designed page when one
considers that North Harford’s mascot is a much
more fearsome avian, the hawk, but the decision to
use an anthropomorphic waterfowl as the team’s
animal representative speaks volumes about the six
young men pictured on that page, who as seniors in
1962 were nearing the end of their high school
careers.
They were consummate teammates, not a prima
donna or lone flier among them, and they played
without a thought for glitz or flash. Unashamed
country boys, aware that some people in Harford
County thought them and their classmates were a
bunch of bumpkins, they were content to let their
playing do the talking.
Most importantly, those six players formed the

nucleus of a Hawks boys basketball team that
charged out of Pylesville a half century ago to
capture a Class B state championship.
They were the kings of the hardwood then and, 50
years later, they continue to be well remembered and
honored for their achievement.

The hustling Hawks
The six seniors who played the lion’s share of
the championship season were Allen “Mac”
Lloyd, the team’s center and eventual Harford
County scoring champion for the 1961-62
campaign, guard F.D. “Nick” Whiteford, who
finished behind Lloyd in the county scoring race,
power forward Dave Sanborn, small forward
Kirk Nevin, guard Bob Bonhage and sixth-man
guard John Blaney.
The underclassmen of the team were Dave
DeRan, Bobby Jones, Greg Beattie, Cliff Hopkins and Ron Cole, who were helped along the
way by JV call-ups.
At the helm of the Hawks was head coach Bob
Garbacik, a math teacher at North Harford just
three years removed from a college basketball
career at Franklin and Marshall in Lancaster, Pa.
“North Harford was a country school, that’s for
sure,” Whiteford, who grew up in Cardiff, a
See HAWKS, Page AA6

A page in the 1962 North Harford Hich yearbook features the six senior
members of the 1961-62 state championship basketball team. The duck was
drawn by reserve Dave DeRan.

Here’s to hoping Harford gets a Storyville
There’s a place in Baltimore
County that nothing in Harford can
hold a candle to – but our library
director is trying to change that.
For our son’s birthday last week,
my husband and I took him and his
sister to Storyville at the Rosedale
branch of the Baltimore County
Public Library. It was a great place
for both of them – Henry, who turned
3, and Emily, 16 months. They both
found lots of things to do and loved it
– we stayed for almost two hours.
Storyville is an interactive early
literacy and learning center for
children ages birth to 5 years old,
according to its website,
www.bcplstoryville.org.
It’s about 30 minutes from Bel
Air. It opened in 2008 and was built
as part of a $1.2 million renovation of
the entire branch.
It was spearheaded by none other
than Harford County Public Library
Director Mary Hastler, who is hoping to bring something similar to
Harford County one day.
What’s so great about Storyville?
What’s not great about it?
It’s an enclosed area with activities for kids through age 5. There are
individual “buildings,” like a grocery story and mail room, a movie
theater, a construction zone, a house,
and it wouldn’t be complete without
a library in a library.
In the grocery store, for instance,
kids can pick their vegetables out of

the bins, then weigh their veggies on
one of two scales and put them in
their handbaskets. Then they can
check out at one of two registers with
their play money. In the adjoining
mail room, they can fit various-sized
pieces of mail into their appropriate
spots, or the older kids can deliver
the mail to one of the six Storyville
mailboxes.
In the construction zone, they can
help build. There are blocks for the
younger kids to stack and outlined
plans for the older kids.
In the library, kids can pick out
their books and their parents or
caregivers read to them in one of the
rocking chairs or on a bench by the
“windows.”
In the house, kids can go upstairs
and put their own “kids” to bed or
play with a dollhouse or any of the
other toys. Or, in the kitchen, they
can use their groceries to cook up
their dinners for the night. They can
sit at the table and eat a meal, or whip
something up on the stove. They can
even plant their own garden.
There’s a toddler area with a
nautical theme, with a lighthouse for
the kids to sit in, a rocking boat to
take a ride, a log for them to crawl
through, some shadow boxes with
crabs, starfish and sounds of the
water.
Hastler’s passion for Storyville is
obvious in listening to her talk about
it. As project manager in Rosedale,
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she and her staff created a wonderful
place for kids to have fun and to
learn.
When she interviewed for Harford’s director job, Hastler indicated
a Storyville-type project was something she’d like to do here.
“We have a perfect community for
a Storyville of our own. We have a
young population, an engaged com-

munity for the library itself. We have
savvy readers… It’s really important
to support our future generations.
They learn by playing, being with
Mom and Dad and reading and
modeling their behaviors,” Hastler
said last week. “I think that it might
just happen at some point.”
The economy, however, would
have to turn around.
In the meantime, Hastler and the
Harford library system are planning
to take small steps and do a scaled
down version of Storyville at the Bel
Air branch. What’s planned is a
clearly designed early literacy area
in the center of the children’s
department for children through age
6 to foster pre-literacy skill building.
And not just at Bel Air. The
library in April is kicking off a new,
systemwide early literacy initiative
called Puppy Tales.
The getting-ready-to-read curriculum will be based four propositions: learning begins at birth, reading is an essential life skill, emphasizing parents and caregivers, who
are a child’s first teachers, and
providing interactive activities to
develop those early literacy skills.
Activities will be based on five
simple core fun things children want
to be doing: talking, singing, reading, writing and playing.
“What we learned is that the
youngest children learn by playing,
modeling behavior of parents, care-

givers,” Hastler said.
They play with toys of all shapes
and sizes to develop their small and
large motor skills, which leads to
early literacy skill-building, Hastler
explained. They learn to recognize
colors, talk, communicate, to look at
a book and read left to right, how to
turn pages one at a time.
As for the new children’s early
literacy area at the Bel Air branch,
the Harford library system has raised
$50,000 through a capital campaign
and has $150,000 in the capital
budget. Hastler estimated about
$400,000 is needed to update the Bel
Air branch, move the information
desk, paint, install new carpet and
build the theme areas.
Anyone who has been to the
Rosedale Storyville and knows what
it’s like, or who just thinks the idea of
having something similar in Harford
County would be a great idea, can
donate to the project. Visit
www.hcplonline.org find the Harford County Public Library Foundation’s website and earmark the donation for the Bel Air children’s early
literacy center.
We can only hope Hastler will be
as successful in Harford County as
she was in Baltimore County and
one day build something similar
here. It’s well worth the trip to
Rosedale, but it would be a whole lot
nicer to have a Storyville in our own
backyard.

