JOE PATERNO: THROUGH THE YEARS
1969

1950

After graduating from Brown, Joe Paterno
(far right) defers his acceptance to Boston
University law school to join new Penn State
head coach Rip Engle as an assistant.

1962

Paterno marries Suzanne Pohland of
Latrobe, Pa. She is a Penn State graduate
(Class of ’62), and their five children
would graduate from Penn State as well.

1950
1955

Paterno misses the Oct. 1
game against Army
following the death of his
father, Angelo. He will miss
just two more games in his
career: the Oct. 15, 1977,
game against Syracuse
after son David was injured
in a trampoline accident
and the Nov. 11, 2006, game
against Temple as he
recuperated from surgery
to repair a broken leg
sustained in a sideline
collision.

Engle retires as head coach, and Penn
State promotes Paterno on Feb. 19, 1966.
Paterno becomes the 14th head football
coach in Penn State history. The Lions
beat Maryland 15-7 in Paterno’s first
game en route to a 5-5 season.

Career victory No. 200: a 4519 win over Bowling Green on
Sept. 5.

Penn State
finishes its third
unbeaten
season under
Paterno, going
12-0, and John
Cappelletti wins
the Heisman
Trophy.

1982

1970
1972

Lions defeat Texas 30-6
in the Cotton Bowl,
which Paterno calls “one
of the greatest victories
in school history.”

1976

Career victory No. 100: a
41-20 win over North
Carolina State on Nov. 6.

Penn State loses 6-4 at
Iowa, the low point of a
two-year stretch in which
the team went 7-16 and won
only three Big Ten games.

2005

1988

Lions edge Georgia 27-23 in the
Sugar Bowl, giving Paterno that
elusive first championship.

1960
1966

1987

1973

Following Penn
State’s second
consecutive
unbeaten season,
Paterno chastises
President Nixon for
naming Texas as
the nation’s No. 1
team. Penn State
finishes second in
the polls.

2004

Lions score 10 points in
their final two games
against Pitt and Notre
Dame to finish 5-6, the
first losing season of
Paterno’s headcoaching career.

1980

Paterno named national coach of
the year for the fifth time after
Lions go 11-1 and win a share of the
Big Ten title.

1997

Ground is broken on the $34.4 million
Paterno Library, which opens in 2000.

1990

2007

Paterno is inducted
into the College
Football Hall of Fame.

2000

1994

Penn State wins its first Big Ten title, going 12-0 for
the fifth unbeaten season of the Paterno era. With
the victory over Oregon in the Rose Bowl, Paterno
also becomes the first coach to win all four major
bowl games (Rose, Orange, Sugar, Fiesta).

1978

Alabama denies Paterno
his first national title,
defeating top-ranked
Penn State 14-7 in the
Sugar Bowl.

2008

Following an 11-1 regular season
and a share of a third Big Ten title,
Paterno has hip-replacement
surgery, signs a three-year
contract extension and turns 82.

2001

1986

Paterno wins his second national
title following 14-10 victory over
Miami in the Fiesta Bowl.

Lions defeat
Ohio State
29-27, giving
Paterno his
324th career
victory, an
NCAA Division
I-A record.

2006

During a sideline collision Nov. 4 at
Wisconsin, Paterno sustains a
broken leg that requires surgery and
causes him to miss just the third
game of his career.
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